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as it grew colder there was not any coal in the whole of
Berlin.
Those whose homes had central heating, were no
more fortunate. A Nazi regulation ordered its sus-
pension. The next order concerned warm water; only
one bath per week was the ration of cleanliness
for the German people. Warm water allowed only
during week ends was the next stage. And tenants
felt it was small comfort when their rents were re-
duced by five per cent as compensation for the lack
of heating and warm water which were provided for in
their leases.
As for Frau Fink, she sat day after day in her cold
home. Some days she did not venture out of bed. Without
a warm wash in the morning, without any fuel to heat
the place, it became intolerable. Then the Nazi official
came with the latest Party order. It meant the end of
Frau Fink's home altogether.
" Tenants are advised to arrange a rota in the houses
by which only one flat per day will be heated. In true
Nazi spirit tenants whose turn it is to heat their flat, will
invite in the other tenants of the house. The tenants
will thus not have to suffer from the extraordinarily
cold weather and a warm room will be assured for
everybody."
Frau Fink listened to these instructions. Her turn to
heat the flat would be in two days. To-morrow she
could go and visit the Mueller's on the second floor.
Frau Fink did not take advantage of the opportunity
to keep warm in Mueller's flat. She hated the man.
His children were noisy and they behaved badly. She
only hoped that the Mueller's would feel the same
the day after to-morrow and would not come to upset
her flat.